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IMechE Process Industries Division:  

CHEMUK 2025 Public Event Summary 

The Institution of Mechanical Engineers (IMechE) Process Industries Division (ProID) played a central role 

at the CHEMUK 2025 exhibition and conference, held at the NEC Birmingham on 21–22 May 2025. With 

over 5,200 visitors and 550 exhibitors, CHEMUK continues to stand out as the UK’s flagship gathering for 

the chemical and process industries. The total participation, including exhibitors, reached 7,561. The 

majority of registrants were from the United Kingdom (93.80%), with a diverse international contingent 

also present. Analysis of company types shows a broad representation, including industry/technical service 

providers (22%), chemical manufacturers (19%), and formulated product manufacturers (15%). This 

diverse attendance validates CHEMUK as a key event for the industry. 

Our dedicated stand (C14 in Hall 5), strategically positioned alongside IChemE and Cogent Skills, created 

a vibrant hub for industry discussion, professional networking, and knowledge-sharing. The event provided 

an invaluable opportunity to engage with engineers at every career stage, from students to senior industry 

leaders. 

IMechE-Led Sessions 

Across the two-day programme, the Process Industries Division delivered three high-impact sessions on 

Stage 4: 

1. Panel Discussion: “Leaders – it’s time to refocus on process safety management!” 

• Date: 21 May | 14:00–15:00 

• Speakers: 

• Richard Roff (Costain) 

• Chris Mellows (Zulu Joint Integrity & Training Ltd) 

• Richard Hellebrand (Westlake Corporation) 

• Alan D’Ambrogio (TÜV Rheinland) 

• Martyn Ralph (Focused Consultancy Ltd) 

• Graeme Laughland (TÜV Rheinland) 

• Session Highlights: 

This engaging discussion urged business leaders to put process safety management at the 

forefront, drawing on lessons from historic industrial incidents and the collective expertise of the 

panel. Thought-provoking questions and lively debate underlined the shared responsibility of 

maintaining robust safety standards.  

http://www.chemicalukexpo.com/exhibitors/imeche
http://www.imeche.org/industry-sectors/process
https://www.chemicalukexpo.com/wp-content/uploads/CHEMUK-2025-PRESS-RELEASE-2805.pdf
https://www.linkedin.com/in/richardroff/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/chrismellows/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ryszard-richard-hellebrand-62a1bb196/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/alandambrogio/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/martyn-ralph-54653714/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/graeme-laughland-b7b08715/
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2. UK-SPEC4 Mentoring: “Professional Registration” 

• Date: 21 May | 16:30–17:00 

• Speaker: Murat Islam (John Crane UK Ltd) 

• Session Highlights: 

This practical session demystified the journey toward professional registration under the UK-SPEC4 

framework, with actionable advice for chemical and process engineers at all stages of their careers. 

Attendees gained clarity on the application process and the value of professional mentorship 

through IMechE. 

 

3. Keynote: “Safety Culture: Key Considerations in Pharmaceutical Manufacturing” 

• Date: 22 May | 13:00–13:20 

• Speaker: Claire Edwards (Chair, IMechE Pharmaceutical Committee) 

• Session Highlights: 

Claire delivered a concise and impactful keynote on building a positive safety culture in 

pharmaceutical manufacturing. She emphasized safety as a collective responsibility and highlighted 

practical measures for promoting health, safety, and wellbeing in complex operational 

environments. 

 

Stand Engagement & Industry Collaboration 

The ProID stand welcomed a steady stream of visitors, generating vibrant discussions around: 

• Process safety leadership 

• Professional development and recognition 

• Opportunities for collaboration, particularly with IChemE and Cogent Skills 

New connections were made across industry, academia, and regulatory spheres. Notably, several early-

career professionals expressed keen interest in IMechE membership and pursuing Chartered Engineer 

(CEng) registration, with follow-up mentoring sessions already underway. 

 

  

http://www.chemicalukexpo.com/exhibitors/imeche
http://www.imeche.org/industry-sectors/process
https://www.linkedin.com/in/muratislam/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/claire-edwards-2520b03
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Key Insights & Feedback 

• Industry Pulse: Feedback revealed a mixed economic outlook, but a strong appetite for 

knowledge sharing, upskilling, and leadership in process safety. 

• Volunteer Reflections: Positive volunteer feedback praised the event’s organisation and 

networking value. Suggestions for growth included a dedicated membership representative, more 

branded materials, and increased engagement from large manufacturers and operators. 

• Cross-Institute Collaboration: Collaboration with IChemE and other professional bodies was a 

highlight—setting the stage for future joint initiatives and events, particularly for young members. 

• Growing Competence Gap: A recurring theme was the urgency to address the skills and 

competence gaps caused by industry fragmentation and retirements of experienced engineers. 

 

Outcomes & Next Steps 

• Strengthened partnerships with IChemE and Cogent Skills 

• Increased visibility of IMechE’s process safety and professional development mission 

• Concrete new relationships (attendance certificates issued; mentees seeking CEng sponsorship) 

• Plans to expand engagement to other industry events, including PPMA Show and ADIPEC, and to 

introduce digital networking tools and branded resources 

 

About the IMechE Process Industries Division 

The Process Industries Division champions mechanical engineering excellence across sectors such as food, 

beverages, chemicals, pharmaceuticals, energy, and more. We’re dedicated to promoting best practices, 

supporting professional development, and representing our industry at home and abroad. 

Keep up to date and join our community: 

• LinkedIn: Connect with us and join the discussion group 

• Learn more about CHEMUK 2025: CHEMUK Expo 

 

Thank You & Looking Ahead 

CHEMUK 2025 was a resounding success in reinforcing IMechE's commitment to a safe, skilled, and 

sustainable process industries sector. We thank all our speakers, panellists, stand volunteers, and 

attendees for energizing our discussions and strengthening our shared drive for excellence. 

We look forward to building on this momentum at future industry events—see you in 2026! 

Prepared by: IMechE Process Industries Division, June 2025  

http://www.chemicalukexpo.com/exhibitors/imeche
http://www.imeche.org/industry-sectors/process
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/4928293/
https://www.chemicalukexpo.com/exhibitors/imeche/
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Event Photos 

Panel Discussion: “Leaders – it’s time to refocus on process safety 

management!” 

Date: 21 May, 14:00–15:00  

Richard Roff, Chris Mellows, Richard Hellebrand, Alan D’Ambrogio, Martin Ralph, Graeme Laughland 
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UK-SPEC4 Mentoring: “Professional Registration” 

Date: 21 May, 16:30–17:00    Murat Islam 

 

  

 

Keynote: “Safety Culture: Key Considerations in Pharmaceutical 

Manufacturing”  

Date: 22 May, 13:00–13:20    Claire Edwards 

  

 

http://www.chemicalukexpo.com/exhibitors/imeche
http://www.imeche.org/industry-sectors/process


 

 

 

 
1 Birdcage Walk 
Westminster 
London SW1H 9JJ 
t. +44 (0)20 7222 7899 
f. +44 (0)20 7222 4577 
enquiries@imeche.org 
www.imeche.org 

 

  

www.chemicalukexpo.com/exhibitors/imeche  

www.imeche.org/industry-sectors/process  

 
- PUBLIC -  

 

Stand C14 
Stage 4 

 

Page  

6 of 6 

 

 

IMechE Stand C14 in Hall 5  
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