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CHEMUK 2025 IMechE Programme 

Keynote: 

“Safety Culture: Key Considerations in Pharmaceutical Manufacturing” 

22nd of May 13:00-13:20 

What measures should be implemented in to enhance health, safety, and overall well-being in the 

workplace? Pharmaceuticals play an essential role in preserving health and preventing disease. 

Establishing a safety culture within pharmaceutical manufacturing requires not only the implementation of 

safety protocols and robust controls but also fostering an attitude where safety is viewed as a collective 

responsibility and a fundamental aspect of the work environment. This presentation will explore the 

measures that should be taken in pharmaceutical manufacturing to enhance health, safety, and well-being 

in the workplace. 

Claire Edwards CEng FIMechE 

Pharmaceutical Committee Chair, IMechE Process Industries Division (LinkedIn) 

Claire is a highly skilled and versatile senior leader with a wealth of experience across 

various industries. She is esteemed for her purpose-driven approach to team 

development and her ability to leverage data insights for growth. Renowned for her 

adaptability, innovative mindset, and a leadership style that cultivates environments 

conducive to the flourishing of individuals and organisations alike. Her areas of expertise 

include Engineering, Environment, Health & Safety, Operations, Strategy, Supply Chain 

Management, Outsourcing, and Manufacturing, with a professional background in sectors 

such as steel, pharmaceuticals, and consumer healthcare.  

As a Fellow of the Institution of Mechanical Engineers and the chair of the Institution of Mechanical 

Engineers Pharmaceutical Committee, Claire is dedicated to mentoring others and implementing best 

practices in change management, with an emphasis on both personal and professional development. 

Safety Panel Discussion: 

“Leaders – it’s time to refocus on process safety management!” 

21st of May 14:00-15:00 

Industry has often needed a jolt to bring its focus to catastrophic incident potential; in the UK such brutal 

reminders have not happened in recent times.  The last year has seen anniversaries of serious incidents in 

the UK and beyond that have provided such jolts:  Flixborough, Bhopal, Buncefield… 

This panel session will hear from speakers discussing the need for process safety management to be 

recognised and driven by business leaders , whether they are technically experienced or not.  They will 

share guidance on what organisations, and the professionals within them, should focus on and where they 

can go to find help and good practices.  This will be followed by a question-and-answer session where the 

audience can tap into the experiences and expertise of the panel.  This session will be hosted by the 

Institution of Mechanical Engineers’ Process Industries Division. 

 

http://www.chemicalukexpo.com/exhibitors/imeche
http://www.imeche.org/industry-sectors/process
https://www.linkedin.com/in/claire-edwards-2520b03
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1. EUR ING Richard Hellebrand BSc(Hons) CEng FIMechE FEI  

PSM Superintendent, Westlake Corporation (LinkedIn) 

Board member, UK Process Safety Management Competence Programme 

Board member, IMechE Process Industries Division 

Chair, IMechE Good Practices in Process Safety working group 

Member, IMechE Bulk Materials Handling Technical Advisory Committee 

Corporate representative, European Process Safety Centre 

A Fellow of both IMechE and the Energy Institute, Richard has worked in the process industries for forty 

years. For much of his career, he was the Responsible Engineer at Upper Tier COMAH sites, delivering 

improvements in process safety, asset integrity, reliability and energy efficiency. He now leads Process 

Safety Management for Westlake’s chemical manufacturing plants across Europe and Asia. 

Richard loves to collaborate with like-minded champions from other professional institutions, bodies and 

trade associations to share learning and reduce process safety risks. 

2. Richard Roff CEng FIMechE 

Group Process Safety Manager, Costain (LinkedIn) 

UK Process Safety Management Competence Programme Board Chairman 

Chair, Good Practices in Process Safety working group, IMechE Process Industries 

Division 

Richard is a Fellow of the Institution of Mechanical Engineers working for Costain as 

Group Process Safety Manager. Based in the North East of England, he advises the group 

and its clients on the strategic implementation of process safety management across all 

sectors and service lines but with particular focus on contracts with catastrophic incident potential. He 

leads for the group on incident investigation and is also involved in auditing, defining company guidance 

and education in process safety and leadership. 

Since May 2015, Richard has also been Chair of the UK PSM Competence Programme Board which 

originated in the National Skills Academy – Process Industries. 

Richard became a Chartered Mechanical Engineer having graduated from the University of Manchester 

Institute of Science and Technology and trained with ICI. He joined Costain in 2013 having worked before 

then in the petrochemicals, chemicals and steel industries for business of ICI, DuPont, Croda and Tata 

Steel. In these, Richard held roles in asset integrity, maintenance management, projects management, 

process safety and organisational consultancy and was also involved in business strategy, business 

purchases and new business integration. His work has taken him to many countries in Europe, South and 

South East Asia and to the US. 

  

http://www.chemicalukexpo.com/exhibitors/imeche
http://www.imeche.org/industry-sectors/process
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ryszard-richard-hellebrand-62a1bb196/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/richardroff/
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3. Christopher Mellows CEng MIMechE 

Director, Zulu Joint Integrity & Training Ltd (LinkedIn) 

Board Member, IMechE Process Industries Division 

Education & Skills Strategy Board Member, IMechE 

Chris Mellows has 35 years’ experience in the oil, gas and chemical industries. 

Rather than following a purely academic route, Chris started his career as a mechanical engineering 
apprentice with BP Chemicals and has since worked specifically within the downstream oil & gas, 
chemical and petrochemical industries. 

During his career, he gained particular mechanical joint integrity experience on refinery HF Alkylation units. It was this 
experience that drove Chris to become involved in QA/QC for turnarounds and projects and eventually enabled him to 
start his own business in 2009 specialising in joint integrity management and compliance in terms of bolted joints for UK 
COMAH sites. Chris and his team now also deliver industry standard joint integrity training and assessment courses 
throughout the UK (and overseas).  

4. Alan D'Ambrogio MBA CEng MIMechE 

Market Development Manager, TÜV Rheinland (LinkedIn) 

Chair, IMechE North East Region 

Board Member, IMechE Process Industries Division 

Within the North East Chair role, he works to help ensure Mechanical Engineers are able 

to contribute to a global, inclusive and digitally enabled engineering community, 

thereby playing their part in improving the world we live in through engineering. In TUV 

Rheinland in the UK, Alan is offering unrivalled expertise and digital enablement in 

several areas including process safety, asset integrity and reliability improvement; supporting operators 

reduce risk, extend asset life and optimize their operational costs. 

Alan has over thirty years’ experience as a consultant, project manager, turnaround manager, operations 

and maintenance engineer in the oil, gas and petrochemicals industries.  In the last 5 years, his role has 

focused on collaborating with operators across the Energy Industries globally to deliver world class 

advisory services, that improve operational performance, support decarbonisation and realise digital 

transformation. Alan graduated from Manchester University in the UK with an Honours Degree 

Engineering & Manufacturing degree.  He started his career with Imperial Chemical Industries (ICI) in 

1989 and moved to ABB in 2001.  He also holds a Masters in Business Administration (MBA) with 

Distinction from Durham University in the UK. 

5. Graeme Laughland BEng CEng FIChemE 

Principal Process Safety Consultant, TÜV Rheinland (LinkedIn) 

Member, Energy Institute’s Process Safety Committee. 

Graeme Laughland is a Fellow of the IChemE and a Professional Process Safety Engineer, with more 
than 37 years practical experience in plant operations and process safety management.  

He has led over 300 hazard studies / PHAs (mainly HAZOP), conducted PSM audits and Deep Dive 
Assessments in Europe, USA, the Middle East and India.   

He has run > 100 training courses on PSM, Hazard studies / PHAs, Process Safety Management 
Leadership, Management of Change, Human Factors, Process Safety Information and RAGAGEP, PSM Auditing, 
Process Safety Performance Indicators and Deep Dive Audits and Assessments.  

His consultancy experience covers oil, gas, chemicals, petrochemicals, power, pharmaceutical and bio-fuel industry 
sectors. 

http://www.chemicalukexpo.com/exhibitors/imeche
http://www.imeche.org/industry-sectors/process
https://www.linkedin.com/in/chrismellows/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/alandambrogio/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/graeme-laughland-b7b08715/
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6. EUR ING Martyn Ralph BSc CEng FIMechE MIBD 

Food and Drinks Engineering Committee Chair, IMechE Process Industries Division (LinkedIn) 

Retired International Brewery Design Engineer, Owner & Consultant,  

at Focused Consultancy Limited 

Martyn is a Chartered Mechanical Engineer, a member of the Institute of Brewing and 

Distilling and a member of the Brewing Engineers Association. Martyn worked for large 

multinational brewers and consulting engineers on five continents, designing breweries 

and acting as Owner’s Representative on multi-million-dollar projects. He is a specialist 

in managing projects in third world and developing countries.  

His skills as a brewery engineer have also been used in the hygienic, non-brewing sectors, such as Dairy 

Processing, Baby Foods, Soft Drinks, Food, Toiletries and Polymers. Martyn also worked as a Consultant 

for Micro-brewery owners including Little Creatures and Mikkeller Breweries in London. 

UK-SPEC4 Mentoring: “Professional Registration” 

21st of May 16:30-17:00 

Are you a chemical or process engineer looking to advance your career and gain professional recognition? 

Join this focused 30-minute session to navigate the path to professional registration through the 

Engineering Council's UK-SPEC framework, with expert guidance from the Institution of Mechanical 

Engineers (IMechE). This session will delve into the five competencies of UK-SPEC, providing practical 

insights and actionable advice tailored specifically for chemical and process engineers. We'll break down 

the requirements and demonstrate how your day-to-day work aligns with these critical standards. 

Specifically, we will explore: 

• Understanding UK-SPEC4: A clear overview of the five competency areas and their relevance to 

your professional development. 

• IMechE Mentoring: How to leverage IMechE's resources and mentorship programs to strengthen 

your application. 

• Practical Application: Strategies for documenting your experience and demonstrating your 

competence through real-world examples. 

• Application Guidance: Key tips and best practices for compiling a successful professional 

registration application.  

Whether you're just starting your career or a seasoned professional, this session will provide you with the 

essential knowledge and tools to confidently pursue professional registration. Gain a clear understanding 

of the steps involved, learn how to effectively showcase your skills, and take the next significant step in 

your engineering career. Don't miss this opportunity to gain valuable insights and connect with 

experienced professionals who can guide you on your journey to becoming a professionally registered 

engineer. Please visit our IMechE Stand C14 for an opportunity to address your specific questions and 

concerns about the registration process. 

 

http://www.chemicalukexpo.com/exhibitors/imeche
http://www.imeche.org/industry-sectors/process
https://www.linkedin.com/in/martyn-ralph-54653714/
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EUR ING Murat Islam BEng MSc PgCert CEng IntPE(UK) FIMechE 

Lead Engineer, Global Couplings Engineering, John Crane UK Ltd (LinkedIn) 

Board Vice Chair, IMechE Process Industries Division 

Engineering Discipline Mentor at MentorMeet.com 

Member, IMechE Process Industries North Western Centre 

Member, IMechE North Western Region and Grater Manchester Area 

Passionate about engineering knowledge sharing, process safety and product 

development, Murat Islam is a Lead Engineer and Technical Innovator III at John Crane UK Ltd, the 

largest division of Smiths Group plc. He is currently managing a team of expert engineers responsible 

from global technical support, advanced product training, research and development of rotating 

equipment power transmission couplings at their Trafford Park facility in the UK, and Rouen facility in 

France. Murat has also founded John Crane’s simulation user group in 2018 which currently engages over 

190 engineers worldwide.  

Murat previously contracted at Airbus Broughton facility as a Manufacturing Engineer and helped 

standardising wing assembly and testing procedures for A380 and A320 aircrafts through lean 

manufacturing principles, and he moved to Trelleborg Offshore UK Ltd and later to BMP Europe Ltd as a 

subsea cable protection equipment product design and development engineer. Murat has filed a 

commercialised patent titled “Ducting” for subsea cable protection with exceptional performance in 

testing, installation and operation. 
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About Process Industries Division  
Process Industries Division works with industries where primary production processes are either continuous or batch produced. 
 

Who we are 
Process Industries Division is a focus for members, as well as other national and international bodies, who are concerned with or 
working in mechanical engineering within the process industry. 
 

Regional centres 
The Division has two regional centres in the North West and Yorkshire. 
 

Industries or disciplines covered 
Examples of the process industries include: 

• food 

• beverages 

• chemicals 

• pharmaceuticals 

• petroleum/oil & gas 

• ceramics 

• base metals 

• coal 

• plastics 

• rubber 

• textiles 

• tobacco 

• wood and wood products 

• paper and paper products 

• water and wastewater 

• bioenergy production and processing 

 

What we do 

• Interaction with other Divisions’ and Groups within the IMechE, as well as external professional bodies including IET, IChemE, 
IOM3, SPE, UKOOG, Oil & Gas UK, Hazards Forum 

• Represent the process industries to Government legislators and international bodies. 

• Organise lectures, seminars, conferences and other events through our Technical Activity Committees and regional centres 

• Liaise with internal divisions and groups, regions and external bodies to provide the Institution's focus within their field 

• Promote best practice 

• Provide a forum for the dissemination of information through events and publications 

• Support Institution members in their activities 

• Promote education and training and continuing professional development and seek opportunities to provide the Institution's 
opinion on relevant topics. 

 
Follow us on LinkedIn and join our discussion group. 

 

http://www.chemicalukexpo.com/exhibitors/imeche
http://www.imeche.org/industry-sectors/process
http://nearyou.imeche.org/near-you/UK/North-Western/North-Western-Process
http://nearyou.imeche.org/near-you/UK/Yorkshire/humberside-process-industries-centre
https://hazardsforum.org/?doing_wp_cron=1718793884.3833360671997070312500
https://www.linkedin.com/company/imeche-process
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/4928293
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